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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 , 4-6, and 9-57 allowed. As allowable subject matter has been 
indicated, applicant's reply must either comply with all formal requirements or 
specifically traverse each requirement not complied with. See 37 CFR 1.111(b) and 
MPEP § 707.07(a). 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art fails to teach or suggest certain limitations of the independent 
claims. 

Independent claims 1 and 50 propose a method/system of combined billing for at 
least one customer on a plurality of customer accounts that includes, for example, 
receiving account data for the plurality of customer accounts electronically from time-to- 
time by a service provider from each of a plurality of billers; acquiring ownership of 
receivables represented by the account data by the service provider under contractual 
arrangements with the plurality of billers upon receipt of the account data; automatically 
calculating account charges for the plurality of customer accounts from the account 
data; aggregating the account charges for at least one customer on the plurality of 
customer accounts automatically formatting a combined bill for the customer from the 
aggregated account charges; and automatically rendering the combined bill to the 
customer. Independent claim 1 further proposes that at least one of the plurality of 
accounts is a recurring bill account and wherein the customer continues to purchase 
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products or services from at least one of the billers after the service provider acquires 
ownership of the receivables associated with the account data received. 

Independent claims 54 and 55 propose a method/system of combined billing for 
at least one customer on a plurality of customer accounts by a service provider 
involving, for example, entering contractual arrangements with a plurality of billets to 
have their account data for the plurality of customer accounts delivered to a service 
provider electronically; receiving the account data electronically from time-to-time during 
a billing cycle by the service provider from each of the billers, each reading out 
transactions one at a time to an accounts receivable computer system of the service 
provider; storing the account data at a customer level in a computer database of the 
, service provider; acquiring ownership by the service provider of receivables represented 
by the account data under the contractual arrangement when the account data is 
received by the service provider; remitting payment for the receivables to the billers by 
the service provider under the contractual arrangement within a pre-determined period 
after receiving the account data; automatically calculating account charges for the 
plurality of customer accounts from the account data; aggregating account charges for 
at least one customer on a plurality of customer accounts; automatically generating a 
combined bill for the customer from the aggregated account charges at a pre- 
determined cycle time for the customer's account ; and automatically rendering the 
combined bill to the customer as a debt of the customer to the service provider as 
owner of the receivable represented by the combined bill. Independent claim 54 further 
proposes that at least one of the plurality of accounts is a recurring bill account and 
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wherein the customer continues to purchase products or services from at least one of 
the billers after the service provider acquires ownership of the receivables associated 
with the account data received. 

Independent claims 56 and 57 propose a method/system of combined billing for 
at least one customer on a plurality of customer accounts by a financial institution 
involving, for example, entering contractual arrangements with a plurality of billets to 
have their account data for the plurality of customer accounts delivered to a financial 
institution electronically; receiving the account data electronically from time-to-time 
during a billing cycle by the financial institution from each of the billers, each reading out 
transactions one at a time to an accounts receivable computer system of the financial 
institution; storing the account data at a customer level in a computer database of the 
service provider; acquiring ownership by the financial institution of receivables 
represented by the account data under the contractual arrangement when the account 
data is received by the financial institution; remitting payment for the receivables to the 
billers by the service provider under the contractual arrangement within a pre- 
determined period after receiving the account data; automatically calculating account 
charges for the plurality of customer accounts from the account data; aggregating 
account charges for at least one customer on a plurality of customer accounts; 
automatically generating a combined bill for the customer from the aggregated account 
charges at a pre-determined cycle time for the customer's account ; and automatically 
rendering the combined bill to the customer as a debt of the customer to the financial 
institution as owner of the receivable represented by the combined bill. Independent 
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claim 54 further proposes that at least one of the plurality of accounts is a recurring bill 
account and wherein the customer continues to purchase products or services from at 
least one of the billers after the service provider acquires ownership of the receivables 
associated with the account data received. 

The primary difference between the prior art and the present invention is that 
references of record do not teach or suggest receiving account data electronically from 
time-to-time from billers and acquiring ownership of the receivables associated with the 
account data upon receipt of the account data from the billers and wherein at least one 
of the accounts is a recurring bill account as claimed in independent claims 1, 50, and 
54-57. 

Non-patent literature Saville fails to teach or suggest receiving account data 
electronically from time-to-time from billers and acquiring ownership of the receivables 
associated with the account data upon receipt of the account data from the billers and 
wherein at least one of the accounts is a recurring bill account as claimed in 
independent claims 1, 50, and 54-57. On the contrary, Saville teaches "the benefits of 
convergent billing~a single consolidated bill" "for combined power, light and telephone 
services" "to make the customer the one liable for the receivables (or debt) directly to 
each of the billers". 

Non-patent literature Martin is likewise devoid of any teaching or suggestion of 
receiving account data electronically from time-to-time from billers and acquiring 
ownership of the receivables associated with the account data upon receipt of the 
account data from the billers and wherein at least one of the accounts is a recurring bill 
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account as claimed in independent claims 1, 50, and 54-57. Instead, Martin announces 
CheckFree's use of VISA'S ePay electronic bill payment feature with "direct debit and 
settlement features" that allows consumers "to order the payment today and, when they 
look at their account tomorrow, it's paid". See, e.g., Martin, 2nd Column, lines 3-9. 
Moreover, according to Ceme, "Checkfree, VISA Launch Payment Service," VISA'S 
ePay debit and settlement feature simply "offers the ability to electronically debit money 
from a customer's account and pass it on to a biller's bank." Thus, it is readily apparent 
that Martin merely teaches the debit card system in which the customer's account is 
debited during a transaction before authorizing the transaction with a merchant. 

Likewise, non patent literature ECTC is devoid of any teaching or suggestion of 
receiving account data electronically from time-to-time from billers and acquiring 
ownership of the receivables associated with the account data upon receipt of the 
account data from the billers and wherein at least one of the accounts is a recurring bill 
account as claimed in independent claims 1, 50, and 54-57. Instead, ECTC merely 
announces a proposal to develop an electronic payments system six months in the 
future that has nothing to do with acquiring receivables, but likewise proposes 
"guaranteed funds" using "a real-time payment system", i.e., a cash transaction. 

Nor does Smorodinsky (US 6,049,786) teach or suggest receiving account data 
electronically from time-to-time from billers and acquiring ownership of the receivables 
associated with the account data upon receipt of the account data from the billers and 
wherein at least one of the accounts is a recurring bill account as claimed in 
independent claims 1, 50, and 54-57. On the contrary, Smorodinsky focuses on an 
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electronic bill presentment and payment system that employs hashes and digital 
signatures to avoid cheating by billers and/or customers, and which has nothing to do 
with combined billing or acquiring ownership of receivables associated with the account 
data upon receipt of account data electronically from the billers. See, e.g., Smorodinsky, 
Col. 4, lines 1-52. 

Consequently, Saville and/or Martin and/or ECTC and/or Smorodinsky, either 
separately or in combination with one another, do not recite the required combination of 
limitations of amended independent claims 1, 50, and 54-57, that propose, e.g., 
receiving account data electronically from time-to-time from billers and acquiring 
ownership of the receivables associated with the account data upon receipt of the 
account data from the billers and wherein at least one of the accounts is a recurring bill 
account. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy M. Harbeck whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8123. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



SUPER 



